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SUMMARIES FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 


Isvep BY THE Roya InstiruTe oF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BY 
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE INFORMATION SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS. 


Summaries of articles in the Chinese vernacular Press will be published as 
a Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order that those interested 
in Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner in which current events are 
presented to the Chinese people. It will, of course, be understood that the 
publication of them does not imply approval of the opinions expressed nor 
a guarantee that the facts stated in them are not distorted, incorrect or biassed. 


CHINA AND Russia. 
From the a Kung Pao (Tientsin), September 20th, 1929. 


{ leading article under the heading ‘“ Government should publish papers 
relating to Russia” says that the success of a Government’s diplomacy is 
dependent on public support ; but this support cannot be given blindly and 
must be conditional on the public being enlightened as to the Government’s 
position. 

Since the trouble with Russia started the Government has repeatedly 
announced that they will not change or recede from their standpoint : this is 
of course to reassure the public ; but this is all they are vouchsafed : as to 
what the Government’s standpoint is or what changes are possible they are 
entirely in the dark. Since the joint statement the Government have given 
uo indication whatever of what is happening, and the semi-official statements 
are alarming and only obscure the situation on the frontier. It is all very 
well to preserve secrecy in delicate negotiations, but whilst we remain silent 
the Russians publish everything ; we cannot place any confidence in their 
reports, but at the same time our own authorities give us no information at 
il. This is most disconcerting. 

ln order to enlist public support for their policy the Government should 
tulighten the people as to the various proposals and counter-proposals which 
tave been made during the past month and publish the text of the 
‘orrespondence which has passed between the two Governments. 


DisBANDMENT TREASURY NOTES. 
from the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), September 21st, 1929. 
A leading article under the heading “‘ Disbandment Treasury Notes ”’ says 


tat in order to make disbandment a success everything possible must be 
done to create public confidence. 
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A comprehensive statement of customs receipts and expenditure must ly 
published. The customs revenue is charged with the service of foreign Joays 
to the annual amount of £5,860,000 (seventy million dollars at present 
exchange), and of internal loans to not less than eighty million dollars : the 
latter item includes internal loans originally secured on the oil dues and the 
wine and tobacco tax. This gives an annual total of one hundred and fifty 
million dollars, exclusive of the cost of customs administration and othe 
charges on customs revenue. Now no one, not even the Legislative Yiigy, 
knows what the receipts from customs revenue really amount to, and ther 
are doubts as to whether it is sufficient to meet the charges on it. The 
publication of the figures is necessary not only in the interests of the sale of 
Disbandment Bonds but also to create confidence in all the internal loans, 

The accounts of the last disbandment loan shewing how the proceeds were 
expended must be published in order to dissipate the misgivings which its 
early abandonment aroused. The public are aware that it was not utilised 
for purposes of disbandment but they will make allowance for the Gover: 
ment’s difficulties and readily take up the new bonds. 

A bureau of control armed with full powers over receipts and expenditure 
must be set up. 

It is true the adoption of this course will entail some encroachment on the 
prerogatives usually exercised by the Ministries of War and Finance ; but 
disbandment is an exceptional measure and calls for exceptional method: 
Red-tape must give way in the interests of efficiency. 


ConpDUCcT OF FoREIGN AFFAIRS. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), September 24th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading ‘“‘ Conduct of Foreign Affairs,” alter 
the customary insistence on the necessity of abolishing the unequal treaties 
and consular jurisdiction says that the latest report is that the Foreign Uthee 
has agreed to Powers whose treaties have lapsed, such as Italy, Belgium au 
Portugal, retaining their special privileges pending the negotiation of nev 
treaties ; not only will consular jurisdiction be continued but when a Chinew 
is defendant the Consul will still have the right to sit as assessor. If this's 
true, it means that we have completely gone back on our previous declarati 
with grave consequences to China ; it also raises serious doubts as to whether 
“our present compradore type of Foreign Office official” can rightly 
described as statesmen. 

Powers whose treaties have expired should be treated as non-treaty Power 
that is on a footing of complete equality ; consular jurisdiction, assess" 
navigation rights, and all special privileges automatically swept away 
Powers whose treaties have not yet expired should be notified that China 
in the interests of her own salvation, will cancel these treaties belore tl 
due date of expiry. Otherwise the Powers will be encouraged to demau 
the renewal of their treaties on the same terms as the present ones, an all ow 
efforts of the past years will be wasted. 

It is impossible to understand our Foreign Office ; 
furnishing the enemy with the means of defeating us. 
Mussolini’s violence, or of the Belgian army, or of the Port 
Macao? Or is it a large gesture of compromise and goodwill on the pat!" 
China? Perhaps they have some secret sorrow; they have we 
succumbed to threats from the Legation quarter. Enlightenment !s asked fof 
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ABOLITION OF PREss CENSORSHIP. 
From the Za Kung Pao (Tientsin), September 27th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “ Abolition of Press Censorship,” on 
the occasion of the issue of a mandate abolishing censorship of newspapers 
except in special circumstances and for a specified time, takes the opportunity 
to admonish the Government on the attitude they should adopt with regard 
to freedom of discussion. 

Whatever a Government does a large number of people are sure to be 
dissatisfied, but that does not necessarily imply that they will actively oppose 
ihe Government ; and those who would go to the length of fomenting rebellion 
are very few indeed. It is wise to allow people to give vent to their dissatis- 
faction by free discussion of their grievances. 

From earliest times Chinese have been given to grumbling at the Govern- 
ment, and to-day they are more than ever so inclined ; and at this particular 
stage of our political development, when we have not yet a Constitution under 
which popular representatives are openly elected, it behoves us to protect 
the right of free discussion to the fullest possible extent. Newspapers, too, 
should be encouraged to report and comment on current events ; responsible 
criticism should be weleomed. The only opposition to the Government has 
come either from those who previously co-operated with it—such as 
Communists—or from those who have broken away from the party—such as 
the Wu-Han clique and the group in the north-west. Even the authorities 
themselves cannot be completely satisfied with the progress so far achieved, 
and further muzzling of the public will only intensify their resentment against 
the Government. 

The Government has doubtless realised this; and yesterday’s abolition 
if press censorship is, it is hoped, an indication of their intention to permit 
free discussion. 

AMENDMENT OF THE UNEQUAL TREATIES. 
From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), September 27th, 1929. 

A leading article under the heading “ Amendment of the Unequal Treaties” 
ways that in spite of French and Japanese opposition Mr. Chu’s resolution 
at the League of Nations meeting in connection with Article 19 of the League 
Covenant (see Summary in last issue of the Bulletin) will be dealt with by 
the Judicial Committee of the League. 

If the League really does put into force Article 19 and * counsel ”’ the 
Powers to amend treaties which are no longer suitable to the age, not only 
wil China occupy an impregnable position vis-a-vis the Powers in her demand 
for treaty revision, but also, if these ‘‘ ignorant foreign legal experts ”’ are 
‘tupid enough to ignore the League’s ruling and again, on the assumption 
that might is right, refuse to consider our request, they will inevitably be 
defeated, 

Theoretically, then, there is no reason why China’s ardent wishes for 
the revision of the unequal treaties should not be realized ; but from a practical 
ont of view this is open to grave doubt seeing the ineptitude displayed 
y our Foreign Office authorities. China has long suffered from foreign 
‘pression, and fettered for eighty years by the unequal treaties she has 
“" all her sovereign rights ; the nation, therefore, with one accord demands 
‘te amendment of these treaties, and the confidence which the masses have 
the Government is based on their belief that this will be achieved. But 
‘ut Foreign Office has not prepared the ground in any way, nor has it taken 


| 
b 





4 


any concrete steps towards this end; it is even said that the subjects of 
Powers whose treaties have lapsed will still not be subject to Chinese juris. 
diction. If this is true, consular jurisdiction will never be abolished, and it 
will be most difficult to amend those “ detestable and disgraceful” unequal 
treaties. To be defeated like this when our legal position is unassailable js 
indeed bitter. 

SHANGHAI ProvisionaL Court. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), October 1st, 1929. 


In a leading article under the heading ‘‘ The Shanghai Provisional Court,” 
after the customary insistence on the necessity of either its recovery or its 
suppression, says that if neither of these is possible for the moment, the 
Foreign Office should concentrate on two things: Consular assessors to be 
abolished and the Court to be empowered to serve and execute its warrants 
and decrees through its own officers. The presence of Consular assessors 
entirely destroys the independence of the Court, and as Chinese Assessors 
are not permitted in Foreign Courts the system is derogatory to China. Its 
continuance is incompatible with the abolition of the unequal treaties. With 
regard to the second point, if the Court can only issue decrees and is dependent 
on others (i.e., the Settlement police) for their execution, then its authority 
is practically nil. The Court will only be independent when it has its own 
officers on whom it can rely to carry out its orders without let or hindrance 
from any quarter whatsoever. 


FAMINE RELIEF. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), October 2nd, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading “‘ Famine Relief’ comments on a 
statement reported to have been made by an American Red Cross delegate 
to the effect that relief from foreign sources was quite unnecessary 
for China ; famine conditions were entirely due to the absence of a strong 
and efficient Government ; no regular taxation was levied and the people 


suffered from military exactions and bandit raids ; until this state of affair 


was remedied there was no hope for China. 

The writer of the article admits that the delegates’ statement !s not 
altogether unjustified ; it is true China has suffered severely from floods 
and drought, but it cannot be denied that the old abuses still exist. Righty 
per cent. of China’s population is engaged in agriculture, but even in normal 
times she has to import food in the form of rice and flour. The majority of 
the troops come from the farms, but once they have become accustomed 
to the easy life of a soldier they are reluctant to return to the land. The 
troops live on the farmers, and even force them to pull up their grain and plant 
poppy instead; the result is that there is plenty of opium but no foot 
Farmers who have suffered at the hands of bandits and communists simply 
abandon their farms. 

These are all adverse conditions due to human agency which would not 
exist under a strong government ; deepening of the waterways and ae 
of mulberry groves would go far to eliminate the worst effects of natu 


calamities, 





the furt 
the Con 


